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What is Omeka?

● Omeka is a web publishing 
platform for items, exhibits, and 
collections. 

● As a content management system 
(CMS), Omeka helps you organize 
and display your website's content 
for other people to view.

●  Omeka is free to download and it 
is “open source,” meaning you can 
contribute to the source code.



Who made Omeka? Why?

● Omeka was developed for scholars, 
librarians, educators and archivists 
to aid in digital curation and 
archiving.

● Omeka was created by the 
Corporation for Digital Scholarship 
(CDS), a non-profit started in 2009 
at the Roy Rosenzweig Center for 
History and New Media at George 
Mason University.



Which Omeka will we use?

● There are two types of Omeka: 
Omeka-S, and Omeka Classic.

● We are using Omeka Classic, 
because it’s best for managing the 
content and media of one website.

● Omeka is also easy to install via 
Reclaim Hosting, which we 
reviewed earlier.



What are some terms we should know?

● Digital Archive: An archive that contains 
digital and digitized content.

● Collections: Group of items arranged around a 
particular subject. 

● Exhibits: Pages created to showcase archival 
items or collections around subjects, to tell a 
story or narrative, or convey a specific message. 

● Metadata: Fields or types of data that provides 
information about or describes data, like the 
fields “author,” “title,” and “place of 
publication” for a book in a library catalog 
system.



Can I see an example?
● This is an Omeka Classic archive titled “Preserve the Baltimore Uprising Archive 

Project.” It was created by Baltimore community organizations and the Maryland 
Center for History and Culture in response to the 2015 killing of Freddie Gray.



Can I see an example?

● Up close, you can see the options to browse collections and items.

● Let’s click on “Browse Collections.” Now you can see two collections up close.



Can I see an example?

● Let’s open a collection. Now we can see it’s made up of a bunch of items.



Can I see an example?

● Now let’s click on an item. We can see the details and the metadata, as well as 
the item itself on the right.  



Can I see an example?

● Now let’s go to a different project to see an example of an exhibit. This project is 
called the “Journal of the Plague Year,” and it’s a digital COVID-19 archive. We 
can see a list of exhibits on the left, and one exhibit on the right.



Okay, I get it. But what’s “Dublin Core?” and “Metadata?”

● Dublin Core: First created in 1995, this is an organizational standard that 
includes elements to describe items in information systems and is used by many 
groups.
○ All archives use some form of a metadata standard, which is a shared 

system used by projects and institutions to structure and understand data.

● Dublin Core fields can include: title, contributor, creator, date, subject, 
description, format, identifier, language, publisher, relation, rights, source, and 
type.



What about plugins?

● A plugin is a tool that does “extra stuff” for your Omeka site. For example, 
Omeka has a plugin that allows users to comment on your site, while filtering out 
spammers.

● You can get plugins from Omeka itself, here: https://omeka.org/classic/plugins/  

https://omeka.org/classic/plugins/


How can I customize my site and change the theme?

● A theme is a preset design for your website which you can download from 
Omeka. Depending on your experience level, you can make your own.

● To find a theme, navigate to the Omeka website, and select “themes.”  



Okay, I’ve got the basics. What specifics do I need to know?

● Items: the different individual files, artifacts, books, or discrete pieces of data 
added to Omeka. 

● Item Types: different categorizations given to items in Omeka that can include 
things like text, still image, person, email, building, etc. 

● Exhibits: pages created to showcase archival items or collections around 
subjects, to tell a story or narrative, or convey a specific message in interpretive 
text. 

● Exhibit Pages: website pages on Omeka for different exhibits, complete with 
different formats including gallery, text, file, etc. 

● Tags: a description “marker” added to items that is used in web-based approaches 
for managing information across collections and exhibits in Omeka.  



Now let’s put it all together! Watch our tutorial:

https://www.loom.com/share/f7c71fa917c44659a0e5f87345e74b00?sid=02de9d16-9
879-44e5-9ef4-519070043530 

https://www.loom.com/share/f7c71fa917c44659a0e5f87345e74b00?sid=02de9d16-9879-44e5-9ef4-519070043530
https://www.loom.com/share/f7c71fa917c44659a0e5f87345e74b00?sid=02de9d16-9879-44e5-9ef4-519070043530


Installing Omeka Through Reclaim
We can install Omeka through Reclaim Hosting in a few clicks. However, 
you do need to have purchased a hosting plan and domain name through 
Reclaim Hosting. This topic is covered in a different module. For now, we 
will assume you already have access to Reclaim, so go ahead and log in to 
the Client Area via https://portal.reclaimhosting.com/clientarea.php 

https://portal.reclaimhosting.com/clientarea.php


Installing Omeka Through Reclaim

Once we are logged in, we are going to click on cPanel, in the 
central menu a little to the right. 



Installing Omeka Through Reclaim
Now we will be in our cPanel. Without scrolling too far down the page, you 
should see ‘Applications’ and a red circle icon with text that reads ‘Omeka’ 
next to it. Click on the icon or the text. 



Installing Omeka Through Reclaim
After we click the link, we will see this screen, which shows us a preview of 
what Omeka does. Click the + Install this application button. 



Installing Omeka Through Reclaim
We will now need to fill out some info. First, we have to decide what our 
Omeka address will be. If it is mywebsite.com, leave the directory blank. 
If you want to install Omeka at mywebsite.com/omeka, type omeka in the 
directory field. 



Installing Omeka Through Reclaim
Scroll down until you see the Settings section. Here you need to pick out a username 
and set a password. Please do not reuse the username and password you used for 
Reclaim Hosting. Add an email you have access to, then give your Omeka install a title. 
All of this can be changed later. If needed. Leave everything else as already checked or 
input, then click Install.



Installing Omeka Through Reclaim
After you click Install, Omeka will be installed on your website. How long 
this takes depends on your connection. As soon as Omeka is installed, you 
will see a preview of your new Omeka, plus some links to your brand new 
Omeka install. Go ahead and click the second link, 
mywebsite.com/omeka/admin



Installing Omeka Through Reclaim
You will now be brought to a page that will ask for your new Omeka 
username and password. Enter them and log in.



Installing Omeka Through Reclaim
Now we are logged into our brand new Omeka! Let’s take a look at all of 
the links on the screen.



Installing Omeka Through Reclaim
On the left-hand side, you will see your site’s title (‘My Cms’) and a menu of 
links. Your dashboard is basically what you see when you log into your Omeka. 

Items will be the individual files you upload and describe, such 
as sheet music, letters, photographs, and so on. 

Collections are how you organize your items: you can choose to 
organize your items by their Dublin Core metadata, their item 
type (Image, Oral History, etc.), or you can organize your 
collections in a completely new way that you create. The Dublin 
Core collection is the default template. 

Item Types are metadata categories you can describe your items 
with. You can also add your own item types, too.

Tags are a useful way to describe your items for organization, 
searching, and for users to find on your website. Tags are words 
or short phrases associated with or used to describe your item. 
For example, one might tag a photo of a horse with ‘photograph, 
horse, animal, film’. Each tag is separated with a comma. 



Installing Omeka Through Reclaim
In the top right corner, you will see a list of links. 

Plugins are optional, extra features that give your website certain features, such as the plugin 
called ‘Simple Pages’, which allows you to make a stand-alone page – maybe a place to put 
your Storymap JS?

Appearance concerns how your Omeka website looks; you can change your Omeka’s look 
by changing the theme through this link. 

Users are the people who are allowed to create and edit data for this Omeka. Right now, we 
just have you, the ‘Super User’, but you can add more users by clicking the ‘users’ tab. 

Settings is where you can change the website’s tag line, description, email, and some extra 
features as well.



Installing Omeka Through Reclaim
Let’s go back to our Dashboard and add some items. 



Installing Omeka Through Reclaim
Under ‘Items’, there will be no content yet. Click the green ‘Add an Item’ 
button to begin the process. 



Installing Omeka Through Reclaim
At the top of the screen, you should see several tabs. If you wish to add an 
image or other piece of media (like an audio file), click the Files tab. 

Click ‘Choose File’ to select the file you want to put into your collection. Once you 
have selected it from your computer, you can either add another piece of media to this 
item entry, or add the item to your collection by clicking the green button.



Installing Omeka Through Reclaim
Now let’s examine the ‘Collections’ tab. We will need to click the ‘Add a 
Collection’ button to begin. 



Installing Omeka Through Reclaim
Once again, we will see another Dublin Core template. This template is meant to 
describe your collection of images. Once you are satisfied with the information 
you have added (and you can always change the info alter), click the green Add 
Collection button.



Installing Omeka Through Reclaim
Now let’s go back to that item we created and add the item to a collection. 
Navigate back to items, and click ‘Edit’. 



Installing Omeka Through Reclaim

We can look to the right-hand side and find the ‘Collection’ section, where 
we will see a drop-down menu. Click this menu, and select your newly 
created collection. Click ‘Save Changes’. You can also click ‘View Public 
Page’ to see what your website visitors will see. 



In conclusion, Omeka is…

Omeka’s strength lies in its ability to provide a way to collect and describe 
media. 

•Omeka has great documentation if you would like to look further into the 
program. For more information please refer to the official manual and 
Reclaim Hosting’s tutorials:

•https://omeka.org/classic/docs/

https://support.reclaimhosting.com/hc/en-us/sections/204007617-Omeka 

https://omeka.org/classic/docs/
https://support.reclaimhosting.com/hc/en-us/sections/204007617-Omeka


Thank you so much
for participating! 

We hope you enjoyed
this tutorial and presentation!


